
Who Is Liable in a Multi-Vehicle Car Accident in Maryland? 

Silver Spring Car Accident Lawyer Untangles Multi-Vehicle Fault 

Several cars crash into each other on I-495 in Silver Spring. One driver rear-ends the car ahead. 

A third driver can’t stop in time and slams into the wreckage a second later. One person might 

have whiplash or another type of severe neck injury. Other people might be dealing with 

traumatic brain injuries (TBIs), broken bones or internal injuries. 

When multi-vehicle car accidents like this one happen in Maryland, knowing who’s legally 

responsible (liable) for paying for the accident isn’t always clear. But it’s critical that injury 

victims find out right away. That’s because car accident expenses can add up fast – and add up 

to a lot of money. 

Our Silver Spring car accident attorneys at Finnegan Cannon know how the legal system works 

in Montgomery County and throughout Maryland. That’s because we have represented many 

people injured in multi-car crashes and other vehicle injury claims. We understand the 

importance and the urgency of such cases, as well as how fault is determined in such legal 

cases. 

What Makes Fault Different in a Multi-Vehicle Crash? 

A two-car crash usually comes down to one question. Which driver caused the impact? A three 

or four car pileup rarely works that way. Fault often splits among two, three or more people. 

Each insurance company involved has its own reason to point at somebody else’s driver instead 

of its own. 

Every driver in a traffic chain owes the others a duty to drive safely. That includes keeping a 

safe following distance at all times. Breaking that duty is negligence, meaning a failure to use 

reasonable care under the circumstances. In a pileup, more than one driver can breach that 

duty at once. 

Sorting out who caused which impact often determines how much of your claim survives 

contact with an insurance adjuster. The order that cars struck each other matters almost as 

much as the fact that a crash happened at all. That sequence can shape every dollar you are 

eventually offered. 

How Do Chain-Reaction Crashes Usually Start? 

Chain-reaction crashes rarely start with the vehicle that hits you. They often begin several cars 

ahead. The problem then ripples backward through traffic before you even see brake lights. 

Knowing the common triggers helps explain why more than one driver can end up sharing the 

blame for a single pileup. 
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• Sudden braking in heavy traffic - A driver several cars ahead brakes hard, and each 

following driver gets less reaction time than the one before them. 

• Following too closely at highway speed - Tailgating drivers erase their own margin for 

error the moment traffic slows down unexpectedly. 

• A disabled or stalled vehicle in a travel lane - A car that stops without warning gives 

following drivers almost no time to react safely. 

• Reduced visibility from fog, rain or glare - Poor visibility delays the moment a driver 

actually notices slowing traffic ahead of them. 

• A commercial truck unable to stop in time - Loaded trucks need far more distance to 

stop, so a following truck can turn a small crash into a much larger one. 

These incidents show why a pileup often involves several separate acts of negligence layered on 

top of one another. Identifying which trigger started the chain matters. So does knowing which 

drivers reacted unsafely once it began. That work is often the first real step toward a claim that 

holds every responsible driver accountable. 

Can More Than One Driver Be at Fault in a Multi-Car Crash? 

Yes. Maryland law allows an injured person to pursue a claim against every driver whose 

negligence contributed to the crash. These drivers are sometimes called joint tort-feasors. That 

term simply means two or more people who are each legally responsible for the same injury. 

Under the Maryland Uniform Contribution Among Joint Tort-Feasors Act, a driver who pays 

more than their share of a judgment may be able to seek contribution from other joint tort-

feasors. That system works between the defendants, meaning the drivers being sued, not the 

injured person. It generally does not reduce what an injured person can recover overall. 

This distinction matters because insurance policies have limits. One driver’s coverage may not 

fully pay for your medical bills and lost income. Pursuing every negligent driver in the chain can 

open up additional policies instead. A skilled Maryland lawyer can identify every driver whose 

actions actually contributed to your injuries. 

How Does Accident Reconstruction Prove Fault? 

Untangling a multi-vehicle crash usually requires more than driver statements. Accident 

reconstruction uses physical evidence to recreate the order and force of each impact. Skid 

marks and crush patterns can show which car struck which. The final resting position of each 

vehicle often confirms the sequence as well. 

Modern vehicles often store useful data too. Many cars and commercial trucks carry an event 

data recorder, sometimes called a black box. Depending on the vehicle, it may record 
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information such as speed, braking and steering in the seconds before a crash. That data can 

confirm or contradict what a driver later claims happened at the scene. 

A reconstruction expert can also account for road grade, weather and sight distance at the time 

of the crash. This kind of analysis can separate the driver who triggered the pileup from a driver 

who reacted reasonably under the circumstances. That distinction often decides who actually 

owes compensation. 

How Does Maryland’s Contributory Negligence Rule Affect My Claim? 

Maryland follows one of the strictest fault rules left in the country, known as contributory 

negligence. This means any fault by the injured person, even a small amount, can bar their 

entire claim. Maryland’s highest court reaffirmed this rule in Coleman v. Soccer Association of 

Columbia, leaving any change up to the legislature. 

In a multi-vehicle crash, this rule raises the stakes considerably. An insurance company 

defending one driver may try to shift a small share of blame onto you. This can happen even if 

you were stopped in traffic when you were struck from behind. Even a small amount of 

contributory negligence, if established, can bar recovery completely. 

This is why documenting exactly what each driver did matters so much in a pileup. Clear 

evidence showing you reacted reasonably can often protect your claim from an unfair 

contributory negligence argument. Waiting too long to gather that evidence can make it far 

harder to prove later. 

What Evidence Helps Sort Out a Multi-Car Pileup? 

Insurance companies involved in a pileup rarely agree on fault voluntarily. Building a strong 

claim usually means gathering several types of evidence quickly, before any of it disappears or 

gets overwritten by someone else. 

• Event data recorder downloads - This data may show a vehicle’s speed and braking just 

before impact. 

• Dash-cam and nearby surveillance footage - Traffic and business cameras near the 

crash site sometimes capture the entire sequence of impacts. 

• The official police crash report - Responding officers often document lane positions, 

damage patterns and witness accounts at the scene. 

• Eyewitness statements - Drivers and passengers not involved in the crash can describe 

what they saw happen first. 

• Skid mark and debris field documentation - Photos taken soon after a crash preserve 

details that fade or get cleared away within hours. 
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Gathering this evidence early can make the difference between a claim that survives an 

insurance company’s blame game and one that does not. An experienced legal team knows 

which sources tend to disappear fastest. That knowledge lets them move quickly to preserve 

the proof your claim depends on. 

How Long Do I Have to File a Claim After a Multi-Vehicle Crash? 

Maryland law generally gives injured people three years from the date of the crash to file a 

lawsuit. This deadline (known as the statute of limitations) comes from Md. Code, Courts and 

Judicial Proceedings § 5-101. It applies whether one driver or five drivers contributed to your 

injuries in the crash. 

A multi-vehicle crash often takes longer to investigate than a simple two-car collision. 

Identifying every negligent driver takes time. So does obtaining insurance information from 

each of them and coordinating reconstruction evidence. That complexity makes it important to 

start building your case well before the deadline arrives. 

Missing this deadline can generally bar you from pursuing the claim in court. This holds true 

regardless of how clear the evidence against other drivers may later become. Acting early also 

protects evidence that other drivers have little incentive to preserve on your behalf, especially 

in a crash with several vehicles and several stories. 

How Can a Silver Spring Car Accident Lawyer Help After a Multi-Vehicle Crash? 

Multi-vehicle crashes in Silver Spring and across Montgomery County often involve several 

insurance companies at once. Each one often tries to minimize its own driver’s share of the 

blame. Sorting out who owes what can turn into a drawn-out legal battle. Contributory 

negligence gives every insurer an incentive to point at you. 

Our dedicated legal team at Finnegan Cannon investigates every vehicle involved in a multi-

vehicle crash, not just the one that struck you last. Our Silver Spring car accident attorneys 

often review crash data, video footage and any other evidence that proves what happened. We 

work with reconstruction experts when a crash involves conflicting accounts. We built our 

practice representing injured Marylanders as fearless fighters for justice.  

If you were hurt in a crash involving multiple vehicles in Maryland, don’t wait to find out what 

happens next. Contact our law firm for a free consultation. We can review your case, answer 

your questions and explain all your available legal options. 
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